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EXHIBITION Black holes, dark matter, spiral nebulae, exoplanets, gravitational waves, 
big bang, the multiverse... The countless objects and cosmic phenomena 
that shape our universe offer as many sources of inspiration for literature, 
music, visual and live arts… Design is no exception to this same 
fascination. 

Since the dawn of humankind, the universe has been the deepest source 
of wonder. What is our place in this vast expanse of space, that took its 
origin some 13.8 billion light-years across? How did the cosmic evolution 
enfold? Are we alone? Why does the universe exist at all?

This “Cosmos” exhibition reveals the work of designers who have 
conceptually, technically or poetically explored our universe’s architecture 
and the hidden physical laws that govern it. From Albert Einstein’s general 
relativity to quantum theory, from gravity to the nature of space and time, 
from the micro to macro scales, our modern picture of the cosmos is 
brought to life through various design or architecture projects that take 
us well beyond these scientific roots, bearing witness to its mysteries and 
beauty.  

The exhibition is divided into four parts. The first, Micro/Macro, will convey 
the vertiginous scale of the cosmos: from the tiniest particle to the 
immensity of the galaxies. For this introduction, an immersive installation 
will be created in the Magasin aux Foins (Haystore) by Klaas Verpoest, 
Vincent Caers, Benjamin Glorieux and Stéphane Detournay. We will then 
begin with our own environment, Planet Earth, one of the objects in 
the solar system. This will be the theme of the second part: the Solar 
System, its planets and some of the remarkable phenomena observed 
there, including eclipses and meteorite falls. Part three (An Open-pit 
Mine) analyses the composition of the planets and the celestial objects 
in the solar system, raising economic and political questions about the 
exploitation of the substances found in space. Who do they belong to? 
Who should benefit from them? We then climb up a bit higher for part 
four, as we set off to explore our own galaxy as well as Distant Galaxies. 
Through these faraway regions, tens of billions of light years away, the 
laws of physics remain constant. Universal forces (gravity, electro-
magnetism, strong and weak nuclear forces) apply in the same way as 
in our Milky Way. These phenomena, both mysterious and scientifically 
observed, have inspired the work of many designers who, often relying 
on theoretical representations or scientific observations, appropriate 
these phenomena and give them their own personal twist. With an eternal 
fascination for so much beauty.
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DESIGNERS AATB, Alan Bogana, Andy Gracie, Antonio Spoto, Arnaud Sprimont, 
Astrid Krogh, Benjamin Glorieux et Klaas Verpoest, Caroline Corbasson, 
Charles et Ray Eames, Constance Guisset, CTRLZAK, Daniel Malik, 
Dennis Parren, Driade, Elina  Ulvio, Frédérik de Wilde, Gio Tirotto,  
Honjie Yang, Ingo Maurer, Jasper Morrison, Jean-François d'Or,  
Jesse Visser, Katie Peterson, Laura Couto Rosado, Marc Sadler,  
Margaux Hendriksen, Masashi Kawamura, Mathieu Lehanneur, Nathalie 
Dewez, Oscar Lhermitte & Kudu, Roxane Lahidji, Simone Fehlinger,  
Sofie Lachaert & Luc D'Hanis, Studio Elementaires, Studio Furthermore, 
Unfold, Verner Panton, Vico Magistretti, Wyssem Nochi, Xandra van der 
Eijk & Kristie van Noort 

CATALOG In the frame of the Cosmos exhibition. Design from here and beyond, an online in 
progress catalog will cast the designers but also to the guests who will take part 
of the side program of the exhibition: researchers, artists, authors, scientists ... 
These cross-discussions will be archived and offered within the digital catalog 
which will be updated as these meetings progress.
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CTRLZAK
GlomeZ, JCP Universe

© photo CTRLZAK 

Unfold
Sea of tranquility

© photo Unfold

Jesse Visser
Sphaera, 2010 (diam 200 h 75)

© photo Tijl dhe Nije

Roxane Lahidji
Planètes

© photo Marina Ninichronic 
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Gio Tirotto, 
I'm not weird I'm limited, Coexist serie, 
Secondome edition

© photo Gio Tirotto

ThanosZakopoulos 
Worlds Unseen / Creation of a Universe

© photo ThanosZakopoulos 

StudioNucleo
Moon Mission, Toy, Driade

© photo StudioNucleo

Nathalie Dewez
Moon

© photo Nathalie Dewez
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Atelier lachaert dhanis 
Wallscape 

© photo Atelier lachaert dhanis

Elina Ulvio
Kuu 

© photo Karin Ulvio

Constance Guisset
Apollo, 2017.

© photo Constance Guisset Studio

Astrid Krogh
Illimited

© photo Astrid Krogh
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TO THE EDGE OF TIME At the same time, from 22 October through 16 January, Thomas Hertog will 
be co-curating an exhibition in the Leuven University Library. In this majestic 
historical setting, you are invited to explore how science and art coalesce in 
weird and wonderful ways. 

To the Edge of Time begins with the ground-breaking research of Georges 
Lemaître. He first formulated the Big Bang Theory at the dawn of the 20th 
century, at the University of Leuven. The exhibition then goes on to tell the 
fascinating story of modern cosmology through contemporary works of art and 
intriguing scientific objects. High accessibility makes this exhibition a treat for 
everyone; you don’t have to be a science buff to enjoy it! 

This exhibition is the product of a collaboration between KU Leuven cosmologist 
Thomas Hertog – long-time collaborator of the late Stephen Hawking – and 
independent curator, Hannah Redler Hawes (Londen, UK).
To the Edge of Time is part of the BANG! Leuven City Festival celebrating the Big 
Bang. 

Check out www.knalfestival.be for more information.

PRACTICAL DETAILS & CONTACT

To the Edge of Time runs from 22 October 2021 through 16 January 2022. The 
exhibition is open every day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The exhibition closes early on 
24 and 31 December 2021, at 2 p.m. And the exhibition is closed for the holidays 
on 25 December 2021 and 1 January 2022.
Tickets are available online at 
https://bib.kuleuven.be/english/about/index/admission

KU LEUVEN BIBLIOTHEKEN – UNIVERSITEITSBIBLIOTHEEK

Mgr. Ladeuzeplein 21
3000 Leuven
+32 (0)16 32 46 60
oerknal@kuleuven.be

Lucie Rullaud
Communication KU[N]ST Leuven vzw
lucie.rullaud@kunstleuven.be
+32 (0)473 82 07 56

http://www.knalfestival.be
https://bib.kuleuven.be/english/about/index/admission
mailto:oerknal%40kuleuven.be?subject=
mailto:lucie.rullaud%40kunstleuven.be?subject=


CID - CENTRE FOR INNOVATION AND 
DESIGN at Grand-Hornu 
Site du Grand-Hornu 
Rue Sainte-Louise 82 
B-7301  Hornu

+32 (0)65 65 21 21
info.cid@grand-hornu.be

www.cid-grand-hornu.be  
www.facebook.com/cidgrandhornu
________ 

PRESIDENT 
Fabienne Capot

DIRECTOR 
Marie Pok
________

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT
Massimo Di Emidio 
+32 (0)65 61 39 11 
massimo.di_emidio@hainaut.be

PRESS CONTACT
Sophie Carrée PR
photo : sophiecarree.be/press
+32 (0)2 346 05 00 
press@sophiecarree.be
www.sophiecarree.com

OPENING TIMES
Every day from 10 AM until 6 PM, except Mondays. 
The Grand-Hornu is closed on 24, 25, 31st December and 1st January.

The office can be reached during weekdays from 8 AM to 4.30 PM.
________

ADMISSION FEE
 — Combined ticket for the Grand-Hornu site / CID / MACS: €10
 — Discount: €2 or €6
 — Group rates (minimum 15 ppl.): €6
 — School groups: €2
 — Free for children under 6
 — Free entry on the first Sunday of the month
 — Free guided tour from Tuesday to Friday at 3.30 PM, Saterday at 11 AM and 3.30 PM, 

Sunday at 3 PM and 4.30 PM
 — Audio-guides for the historic site: €2  

(FR / DUTCH / GERMAN / ENGL / IT / SP)
Free guided tours for individuals 
- from Tuesday to Saturday at 11 AM for the historic site, at 3:30 PM for the design exhibition
- Sunday at 3 PM for the historic site, at 4.30 PM for the design exhibition.
_______

BOOKING NUMBER
Advance reservation required for guided tours (by appointment) of exhibitions  
and/or historic site (FR / DUTCH / GERMAN / ENGL). 
+32 (0)65 61 39 02 
reservations@grand-hornu.be 
________

CATERING
Rizom is the sixth project of Chef Sang Hoon Degeimbre.
This restaurant, located in the heart of the Grand-Hornu, offers a cuisine that melts 
different cultures together. In addition, Rizom also provides a new fast food service in 
the cafeteria that was recently transformed by designer Benoît Deneufbourg. 

info@rizom-restaurant.be
www.rizom-restaurant.be
+32 (0)65 61 38 76

PARTNERS

The npo CID - centre for innovation and design at Grand-Hornu is subsidised by  
the Province of Hainaut.
With the support of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation – Visual Arts Sector.

mailto:info.cid%40grand-hornu.be?subject=
http://www.cid-grand-hornu.be
http://www.facebook.com/cidgrandhornu
mailto:massimo.di_emidio%40hainaut.be?subject=
http://sophiecarree.be/press
mailto:press%40sophiecarree.be?subject=
http://www.sophiecarree.com
mailto:reservations%40grand-hornu.be?subject=
mailto:info%40rizom-restaurant.be?subject=
http://www.rizom-restaurant.be



